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Ki te Taumata-Aim for the Best

Upcoming Events

Kia ora KPS whānau,
Our Board of Trustees met for the final time this year, and I’m pleased to share 
several important updates as we head into the final stretch of Term 4.
School Painting Project
The Board has approved a motion to begin repainting the school over the next couple of years, with Stage One starting
during these summer holidays. A colour consultant will be on site this Friday to support our decisions. We will be sticking
closely to our KPS colour palette of greys, whites, and blues—fresh, clean, and reflective of who we are.
Property Upgrade - Angitu 7 & Taumata 3
Over the break, the tripping-hazard area outside Angitu 7 and Taumata 3 will be concreted and levelled. This will not
only improve safety but also create an additional small courtyard area for students to sit and eat.
School Lunches 2026 – Ka Pai Kai
We met with Ka Pai Kai this week to begin planning for school lunches in 2026. We would like to sincerely thank Fat Dog
for their outstanding service and partnership over the past several years. With the Ministry of Education awarding the
regional contract to Ka Pai Kai, we are excited to work with them- and it’s great to know they are a local organisation
supporting our community.
Swimming Lessons
Swimming remains important to us; however, with the cost now exceeding $8,000 for one week of lessons, the school is
unable to cover this expense. The Board has agreed to apply for external funding to ensure this opportunity remains
accessible in the future. At this stage, swimming will not proceed in Term 1 unless funding is secured. We will keep
whānau updated.
Our Commitment to Te Tiriti o Waitangi
The Board also discussed our ongoing commitment to Te Tiriti o Waitangi. Although the Ministry has signalled a shift in
the legal requirements for school boards, our stance at Kawaha Point School is unwavering.
Giving effect to Te Tiriti o Waitangi is not optional for us.
We believe that equitable outcomes for Māori—and for all ākonga—are only possible through our continued
commitment to Te Tiriti. This guides our governance, our curriculum, and our relationships with our school community. It
is business as usual at Kawaha Point Primary School. We will continue to uphold our values, our partnerships, and our
dedication to delivering high-quality learning opportunities for our tamariki.
Celebrating the Countdown to Year’s End
There is so much to look forward to over the coming weeks—our Year 6 camp, the Story Nook class trip, and a range of
exciting end-of-year events and activities.
We also want to wish our kapa haka rōpu all the very best for their performance at the Ahurei on Monday. We are
incredibly proud of their commitment and the polished performance they have prepared. A huge thank you to Whaea
Kiri, Whaea Leilah, Whaea Leonie, and Whaea Rewa for their guidance, hard work, and aroha for our tamariki.

Maria Gillard

Principal  |Tumuaki– Kawaha Point School
💙 Ki te Taumata – Aim for the Best 💙

WEEK 8
Monday 24  Novemberth

Ahurei at Sir Howard Morrison - Practice AM -
Performance about 7PM
Tuesday 25  Novemberth

Wheels Day - Years 3-6
Wednesday 26  Novemberth

Wheels Day - Years 0-2
Preschool Buddies - 9.30am
Thursday 27  Novemberth

Year 6 Head to Auckland for camp @ 8.30am
Friday 28  Novemberth

Year 6 Arrive back about 4.30pm
Ice cream sundaes $3
Assembly - 9.30am - Angitu

WEEK 9
Monday 1st December
Reports Go Home
Tuesday 2nd December
Wheels Day - Years 3-6
Parent Interviews 3-6.30pm
Wednesday 3rd December
Wheels Day - Years 0-2
Preschool Buddies - 9.30am
Parent Interviews 3-6.30pm
Thursday 4  Decemberth

Grandparents Afternoon 1.30-3pm

Principal’s Pen
21st  November 2025

A: Aquarius Drive, Rotorua 3010
PH: Office -07 348 5864

M: Principal - 027 233 0476
E: office@kps.school.nz

Facebook: Kawaha Point School
Website: www.kawaha-point.school.nz



Headlines from Mrs H

Important information !
Let us know when your child is away from school.
Ministry of Education Guidelines say:
 “All students are legally required to attend school every day and it is a shared responsibility to make sure
students attend and engage in learning from when they first start school. Parents/caregivers must let the
school know if your child is going to be absent or will be absent for a portion of the school term”

EVERYDAY your child is away from school let us know the reason for their absence. You can do this by:
Call the office on 073485864 and leave a message on the answerphone or with our office administrators.
Connect to the HERO app and leave a note of absence. 
Let your child’s class teacher know they will be absent.

Come in and see us if you need help. Attendance is a shared responsibility- home and school!

Kia Kaha- Be Strong * Kia Maia- Be Brave * Kia Manawanui- Be Kind * Kia Angitu
- Be Successful

Our New Sun Hats



We have a special trip planned to Story Nook in Ngongotahā. 
Each team will visit on a different day:

Taumata Team – Monday 1 December
Ngongotahā and Angitū Teams – Tuesday 2 December
Kaiweka Team – Wednesday 3 December

We’ll need parent helpers for these trips, a notice has gone home- please ask your child to see it!

💞 Celebrating Whānau – Grandparents’ Day
To wrap up our learning adventures, we’ll be celebrating our nearest and dearest with Grandparents’ Day!
 Come along, join in classroom activities, enjoy a concert and afternoon tea, and help us celebrate the special role our
grandparents play in our learners’ journeys here at KPS. This is being held on Thursday 4  December at 1.30pmpm.th

🎵 House Singing Competition
And finally — our House Competition this term is all about singing! Each house will be preparing a performance to share at
the Grandparents day. We can’t wait to see the creativity, teamwork, and enthusiasm shine through!

🚌 Year 6 Camps- THURSDAY 27  November  and FRIDAY 28th Novemberth

Our seniors are in for an unforgettable adventure with a:
🌙 Sleepover at Kelly Tarlton’s Aquarium
🏛️ Visit to the Auckland Museum and Auckland Zoo
🎬 Creative workshop at the Wētā Workshop Unleashed (Peter Jackson's film studios – think movie blood-making and
behind-the-scenes magic!)
🌿 And a fun day trip to Butterfly Creek to round it all off!
☀️A big thank you to Kelly (Aubree’s Dad) Claudia (Dylan’s Mum) and Jenni (Ethan’s Mum) for volunteering to come on
camp. Acommpanying them will Be Miss Sam (TIC) Whaea Kiri, Whaea Sam, Whaea Leonie, Whaea Ritchell.

Reminder:
Please continue to chip away at camp payments if you're able – every contribution helps make these incredible learning
experiences possible.
Camp Fees:

Year 6: $150.00
💰 ASB Account: 12-3263-0009043-00
 Please include your child’s name and class when making payments. Thank you!

Narrative Writing & Creative Storytelling
We have now completed our final writing genre for the year—narrative writing. Our learners have produced some incredible
stories, and we are excited to move into our school-wide creative storywriting competition over the coming weeks.

End-of-Year Assessment & Achievement
End-of-year assessments are well underway, and the progress our learners have made is outstanding. The hard work,
consistency, and dedication shown by our teachers are clearly reflected in the results.
We also want to celebrate the exceptional quality of teaching happening across KPS. 

The ERO Review Team 
The ERO review team spent time in our Year 5–6 Kaiweka classes (Miss Sam and Whaea Ritchell), describing the
teaching they observed as inspirational and high impact, and they were genuinely blown away by the level of learning
happening. 
They also visited Whaea Dana’s class- Taumata 6, offering equally strong praise for her teaching and the learning culture
in her room.
The team couldn’t visit every class.However, as someone who regularly visits classrooms, I can confidently say that what I
see each day makes me incredibly proud. We have a staff of dedicated, hardworking, and deeply committed teachers.
They are making a real difference for our tamariki—and it deserves to be acknowledged loudly. we are very blessed with
the teacher quality at our school.

Curriculum Corner:

Our Mission- Great teaching and learning everyday!



Week 6 Principal Award Winners

Katrise - 
Taumata 3

Kataraina - 
Taumata 5

Arabella -
Taumata 4

Sadie -
Taumata 6

Camira - 
Taumata 9

Ranginui - 
Angitu 7

Marnia -
Angitu 8

Arahia -
Ngongotaha 11

Zyon -
Ngongotaha 14

Kylani -
Kaiweka 15

Tupotahi -
Kaiweka 16

Aubrey-
Kaiweka 17

Ki te Taumata- Aim for the best!

Friday  Afternoon Market Day Fun at KPS



Planning for 2026. Leavers and New Enrolments
As we prepare for next year, please let us know if your child/ren will not be returning to KPS in

2026, or if you are aware of any enrolments for next year. This helps us with planning and
ensuring smooth transitions for all students. 

Just give Monique or Deb a call - 07 348 5864
or Email the office - office@kps.school.nz

(please note this does not apply to our year 6 leavers.)

Term 4 Dates!

Wed- Helpers Morning tea

Once again 2025 has provided a range of challenges for an increasing
number of our local families. And that is why the team at The Hits
Rotorua and I are once again facilitating our successful FILL THE BUS
campaign, supporting the Rotorua Salvation Army Christmas Foodbank
Appeal. We are asking if any KPS Whanau would like to take part - by
sending your tamariki in with tinned food or non perishable food items,
or you could bring an item in yourself to support our local community by
Thursday 4th December. Please bring your items to the office!


