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N E W S L E T T E R - 18 November 2021

Principal’s Message
Tena koutou katoa, nga mihi nui kia koutou katoa.
Greetings Parents, Caregivers and Community members.
2022 fast approaching!
With only 4 weeks of the school year left, we are just about finished our planning and structures for the start of 2022. We are
in the final stages of ensuring we have the staffing we require.
We are in the process of sorting through class placements for
2022 and have started to consider where each student would
be best catered for. We will be having Team Whiria te Ako
(Year 0-6), Team Kaimānga Reo (Year 0-6), and Team Karearea (Year 3-4, and 2 x Yr 5-6 classes) and our other juniors
in Team Pito Mata (Year 0-1 and Yr 1-2).
If you have anything you would like us to ask or consider before placing your child, please come and see me or your child’s
current teacher at your earliest convenience to discuss the options for learning at Kawaha Point School.
Covid Alert Levels!
It is looking less and less likely that the usual end of year gatherings will be able to take place (Graduation etc) but we are
doing our best to try and keep things as ‘normal’ as possible.
We are considering live streaming our end of year prizegiving
(like nearly all high schools have had success in doing) rather
than having whanau here, as we are not in a position to have
parents onsite the way we normally would. Likewise, last year
we changed our graduation venue for Year 6 to a wonderful
dinner event at our local marae. This will not be possible this
year due to the covid restrictions but we are working hard to find
a way to still celebrate our amazing Year 6 students as they
head off on the next part of their education adventure. The Year
6 Graduation is also an opportunity to farewell families that
have been part of the Kawaha whanau for many years. Unfortunately this will also not take place the way it may normally.
You will be aware that the Government has mandated that all
school staff and volunteers that spend time with students had to
be single vaccinated by Monday 15 November and double vaccinated by 1 January 2022. This has meant that schools across
the country have faced some disruption as some staff have not
been able to be onsite. We have done our best to limit the impact and disruption to our students.
Please remember that if you are in the school, you must have a
mask on and you are not able to enter classrooms. For full details about Level 2, go to: https://covid19.govt.nz/alert-levelsand-updates/alert-level-2/

What’s On?
15/16 & 18/19
15/16 &18/19
24 Nov
25 Nov
7 Dec
10 Dec
14 Dec
16 Dec
17 Dec
1 Feb

Water Confidence Year’s 0 & 1
Lake Safety Programme Year’s 5 & 6
Kawaha House Games 11.30am
Whiria te Ako Production
Team sports prizegiving 2.00pm
Picnic Day
Year 6 Graduation
Final Assembly 11 am
Last day of School Finishing at 1pm
First day of school 2022

BOT casual vacancy
Leanne Joyce has resigned from our Board after giving several
years of quality service. The BOT would like to thank Leanne for
her commitment and passion for our learners. As per the notice
that goes home today, we would like to appoint a person rather
than have a by election. If you have an interest in being part of
the amazing team that governs our school, please contact me or
any one of the other BOT members at your earliest convenience.

Digital devices for 2022
Reminder that it is more important than ever that your child has
access to their own digital device (particularly Year 5-6 students
but also optional for Year 4). Either chromebook or iPad are the
devices for students from next year. Therefore, if your child is a
Year 5-6 next year, please start planning to ensure your child
has access to one of these devices for 2022. By having their
own device, it allows learning to be anytime, anywhere and certainly supports them during lockdowns, when they are away for
other reasons. Not to mention that it supports skills they will
need later at intermediate and high school. These devices are
not cheap but can really make a difference to students’ learning.
If you have any questions about devices etc, please contact us
at your earliest opportunity.
Summer Uniform
As from Monday 1 November, all students were expected to
wear a hat while outside and their Summer Uniform (shorts or
skort, not long pants). Please ensure they have a hat (named):)

Hats
Yes, it is that time. Please ensure your child has a hat at
school each day. NZ has some of the highest skin cancer rates
in the world and children are particularly susceptible to the sun,
potentially causing issues later in life. Thanks. We do have
sunblock in all classes but also welcome students to have their
named sunblock in their bags. The ‘roll on’ variety is easy for
students to put on.
Reminders:
1. Uniform- please ensure your child has the correct
school uniform each day.
2. BOT Meeting Thursday 16 December 2021 from 5pm
in the Leadership Hub.
Have a great week! Andrew

Summer Uniform & Hats
Please ensure that your child has the correct
summer uniform on—school polo, school
shorts or school skort and a hat every day!
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Kawaha Point School Aquabot Team: The Oompa Loompas
Last school holidays, Cole and Michael made an aquabot at the library. This term,
they have been testing their aquabot and adapting it so that it can move
underwater, pick up and move objects and drive through hoops. This testing has
taught them about biomechanical principles that impacts on the performance of the
aquabot.
Last weekend, they competed in the regional aquabots competition at the Aquatics
centre. They had to participate in 3 water challenges and do a presentation about
their aquabot. They were very excited to be the second team to successfully
complete the obstacle course challenge.
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