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Welcome back! 
A warm welcome back to all our students, whanau and commu-
nity! It was great to see so many happy faces returning on Tues-
day. While we started a little later than many schools, be as-
sured that all schools do the same number of teaching days. 
The teachers had two teachers only days last week to ‘sharpen’ 
our focus and keep us on the learning journey ourselves. We 
have several more planned for the year but will send out details 
a little later.  Covid 19 really upset 2020 and has had a vast im-
pact on whanau and tamariki. Last year saw us have only 88% 
average attendance (usually about 92%) and we had a 54% 
transience (54% of our students were different from the end of 
2019). We have plans in place should we head back into lock-
down, but we are very hopeful that we can have a significantly 
more ‘normal’ 2021. Should you have any concerns or questions 
about Covid or anything else, please come and have a chat. I 
know that planning for exciting learning opportunities, including 
camps and trips etc is well in hand. We obviously can’t run 
these trips etc without your support so please do fill in the Police 
vetting form if you haven’t done so yet, as they can take several 
weeks to come back. I am the only person who sees the results 
and will contact you directly if a past offence will have an impact 
on your ability to help. Please don’t let an old offence stop you 
from getting vetted now.  We have a few property upgrades go-
ing ahead this year with the staffroom due to be done at the end 
of term and the senior playground getting some love before the 
end of the year. We also have ERO working alongside us using 
the new support and assist model with us and we have plans to 
review our Graduate Profile and Charter- a busy year ahead! 
Designing the Learning 
On Tuesday 23 February 3-7.30pm, we will have an opportunity 
for you to come and discuss aspects of your child’s education 
face to face. We will also have a Google Meet opportunity on 
the Monday 22 February from 3.15-5.30 for those that can’t 
make it here in person or who prefer this option. A note will go 
home in the next few days with booking information etc. 
Community fun night (like our gala) 
This is being held on Friday 19 February from 5.30-7.30pm with 
food/drinks for sale but everything else FREE! There will be 
horse rides, magic carpet, bouncy castles and loads of other fun 
activities for the whole whanau. We will need a few helpers to 
run different aspects of the evening (food sales etc) so if you 
can help, please let your child’s teacher/s know. Everyone in the 
wider Rotorua community is welcome to come along and have 
some fun! 

Communication 
As usual, the newsletter will come out biweekly with a student 
produced newsletter coming home alternate weeks. The ‘What’s 
on” and calendar on the website and APP is also useful to keep 
you informed of events etc. I strongly recommend you get our 
school App on your phone as well.  If you have any complaints, 
concerns or questions about anything to do with your children’s 
education, there is a simple process. Start by talking with the 
teacher concerned. If still not satisfied, make an appointment to 
see the Principal or Deputy Principal. They will need time to in-
vestigate your concerns and will give you a timeframe of up to a 
week to get back in touch with you. If this does not resolve the 
issue, write a letter of complaint to the BOT (a copy must be also 
given to the Principal) and they will consider your concerns at the 
next meeting. The BOT will always respond in writing. If you are 
still dissatisfied, contact the Ministry of Education.  I usually find 
that if we deal with little problems early, we don’t get any BIG 
problems. You should also note that the word bullying is used far 
too frequently in the wrong context. The poster below (copied 
from another school) describes bullying as we see it: 

Is it bullying? 
When someone says or does something unintentionally 

hurtful and they do it once, that’s RUDE. 
When someone says or does something intentionally hurt-

ful and they do it once, that’s MEAN. 
When someone says or does something intentionally hurt-
ful and they keep doing it, even when you tell them to stop 

or show them that you’re upset, that’s BULLYING. 
School fees/donations etc 
Once again there are NO school fees/donations this year. How-
ever, camps, overnight noho and out of school sports will still 
have fees (as allowed by law). Please note that if you have out-
standing money owing from previous camps, noho and sports, 
your child will not be able to participate until this debt is cleared 
or you have arranged with me an automatic payment plan to 
clear it. We do want every child to have the opportunity to partici-
pate so please do work with us to ensure this can happen. 
Sudima Breakfast Club 
The Sudima had sponsored our Breakfast Club for many years 
prior to the Covid impact. While they are no longer able to sup-
port us, we are not changing the name! Therefore, the Sudima 
Breakfast Club will again provide milo and toast or weetbix to any 
hungry student from 8-8.40 each day. 

Have a great week, Andrew Sinclair 

What’s On? 
15 Feb  Scavenger Hunt forms due back 

16 Feb  Touch Registrations due 

19 Feb  Community Fun night 5.30-7.30pm 

22 Feb  Designing the Learning (google meet) 

23 Feb  Designing the Learning 3.15-7.30pm 

25 Feb  BOT Meeting 

26 Feb  Karearea coffee & croissant camp meet 
  ing 

2-4 Mar  Karearea camp to Okataina  

4 Mar  Pito Mata overnight stay 

School Bank Account 
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   REMINDER 
Scavenger Hunt 

Holiday forms are 
due back at school 
by Monday 15 Feb. 

 
4 amazing prize packs to be 

won.  
 

 

Please return all 

last year’s sports 

uniforms to the  

office urgently. 
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We are excited to announce 

‘Qizzle’ as our Stationery  

provider for this year. We 

have done a lot of research 

and are happy with both the 

quality and the pricing of the 

book’s that we have chosen 

for 2021.  

 

Stationery Packs are also 

available to purchase in the 

School office. 
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Menu for week 3—15-19 February 2021 
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