
N E W S L E T T E R  - 14 May 2018 

 

Principal’s Message 

Kawaha Point School 
 Phone: (07) 348 5864 

Fax: (07) 349 2581 

Email: office @kawaha-point.school.nz 

Web: www.kawaha-point.school.nz 

14 June RoK Hui 7.30pm 

15 June Space 5 Assembly 2.15pm   

18 – 22 June Scholastic Book Fair  
20 June (Final) Reporting Hui 6.30pm 

21 June Wild West Themed Dress up day  
21 June BOT Meeting 6.30pm  
29 June Space 15 Assembly 2.15pm 

 5 July  Sharing the Learning  

 6 July  Edgewater High Jazz Band 9am 

 6 July  Last day of Term 2 

23 July  First day of Term 3 

ISSUE 4 - Closes tomorrow, Friday 15 June 2018 

All books ordered go towards the school receiving 

FREE Library books.  Payment by cheque, cash and 

eftpos accepted  

(Please make cheques payable to 

Scholastic books).  

Orders can also be made online.   

Thank you for your orders. 

SCHOLASTIC BOOKS What’s on? 

Tena koutou katoa, nga mihi nui kia koutou katoa.                                                             

Greetings Parents, Whanau and Community Members. 
Do you really want your child learning the way you did when 
you were a child? 

I often get parents questioning collaborative spaces, digital devices 
in classes, learning through play and other innovations in education 
designed to improve our student’s learning, skills, and happiness. 
Questioning is healthy and stops schools or people randomly going 
off on tangents that do not enhance things, and sometimes make 
them worse. However, people in general are risk averse or put 
simply, people don’t like change. Given the changes in society, 
technology and employment over the last 25 years, it would make 
sense that we need to educate our children differently if we are to 
have them successful in their later years. As you will be aware, no 
longer do people train for a job they keep their whole lives. Our chil-
dren will have 8-10 different careers (not jobs) in their lifetime and 
that means they need to be far more adaptable than ever before. 
We won’t achieve this with a traditional model of education. There-
fore, I ask, “Do you really want your child taught the way your were 
when you were a child?” Taught facts (capital cities etc) rather than 
concepts? Taught to obey rather than question and use their judge-
ment? Taught that some kids are smart and others are not, rather 
than, we can all improve if we take control of our learning and make 
the effort? I know that the way we are educating children is com-
pletely different to many of your experiences of school, that doesn’t 
mean it's wrong. As always, if you would like to discuss any aspect 
of your child’s learning or our school, please do come and see me. I 
might even be able to find a chocolate biscuit and a coffee :) 
 

Reporting to parents 

Our current reports are not meeting the changing needs of our stu-
dents or curriculum. The old reports focused too much on giving 
students labels (below, well below etc) rather than supporting their 
learning. Likewise they are all about reading, writing and maths and, 
although these are important areas of a child’s education, they are 
not enough for them to survive and thrive in a modern economy. 
Employers want more than just numerate and literate people. They 
want collaborative problem solvers, people who are able to take 
risks to learn new things and people who have high EQ (emotional 
intelligence) not just IQ. Sadly, National Standards forced every 
school to forget their music, PE, science, drama, dance, te reo, 
social studies curriculums and we have been consciously working to 
have a much richer curriculum in the last few years. It is time our 
reporting to parents indicated other areas of the curriculum rather 
than just reading, writing and maths. We also want the reports to be 
more responsive, meaning that we are wanting to discuss and for-

mulate next steps for children with a face to face korero (talk) be-
tween the teachers, parents and WITH the child (after all, it is their 
learning we are reporting and discussing). We also believe that the 
days of getting an end of year report will likely change. With the rela-
tionship between teacher and student being so critical, it is likely that 
we will be working to have at least one teacher with the students for 
2-3 years rather than each year having to restart building the relation-
ship with someone new. 
Tonight we will have a RoK (Reo o Kawaha- The Voice of Kawaha) 
hui in Space 8/9 at 7.30pm (while Kamaka reo have their noho) to 
discuss the new report format and you are all welcome. The final 
opportunity for you to have your say about the new reporting format 
will be next Wednesday evening from 6.30-7.30pm in the staffroom. 
If you have any ideas or thoughts about any aspect of reporting that 
you would like to share with myself or Nicky King (DP), please pop in 
and see us. 
 

Nathan Wallis 

If you haven’t heard Nathan Wallis speak about child brain develop-
ment, you need to! This link is a taster 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_UWbCnv1vno . We had a fan-
tastic day of challenge and learning for teachers on our last Teacher 
Only Day for the year. It was so good, that our Kahui Ako 
(Community of Learning involving 12 local schools) have booked him 
for a teacher only day before school starts next year. Nathan spoke 
of the importance of relationships to learning among other things and 
he was well worth spending the day with. It strengthened the need for 
learning through play in our junior school and is forcing a review of 
other structures in the school. A great day! 

Uniform 

Just a reminder that it is your responsibility to ensure your child has 
the correct uniform every day. When we see students wearing non 
uniform articles of clothing, we are insisting that they remove these. 
This sometimes means these children have a very cold day! PLEASE 
do your part and make sure they have their school jackets etc. We 
are now offering a embroidery service here at school and for $3 you 
can get your child’s uniform named. This is to try and alleviate the 
mountains of lost property we get each week. If you would like to 
discuss any aspect of the uniform, please come and see me at your 
earliest convenience. 
 

Reminders: 
1. BOT Meeting June 21 2018 6.30 pm in the staffroom. 

 
Have a great week! 
Regards, Andrew Sinclair 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_UWbCnv1vno
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  Scholastic 
book week  

18 - 22 june  

Howdy Partners!  

We have an exciting 

week of Wild West 

themed activities 

planned for next week 

18 - 22 June. 

Wild West dress up day 

Thursday 21 June 2018 

 

 

(Unfortunately the scheduled disco has 

had to be postponed till later in the 

year).  

 

Embroidery 
Now being offered at school 

on the back of your uniform 

items. $3.00 per item.  Please 

pop into the office if you are  

interested.  

In Terms 2 and 3 your child is able to wear plain 

black trackpants (or black leggings or tights under 

their skort) and a black long sleeved top under their 

polo. These can be purchased 

from wherever you like so 

long as they are plain black 

(no logos, patterns or studs 

etc). 

BOOK FAIR OPENING HOURS 

18 - 22 June 2018 

2.30 - 4.30pm daily in the Library. 

Late night Thursday to 6pm. 

Come along to the Library and have a look at 

the books and stationery for sale on display. 

Hundreds to choose from! Eftpos available. 
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