
N E W S L E T T E R  - 15 February 2018 

 

Principal’s Message 

Kawaha Point School 
 Phone: (07) 348 5864 

Fax: (07) 349 2581 

Email: office @kawaha-point.school.nz 

Web: www.kawaha-point.school.nz 

 

15 Feb  Kia Kaha Kiwis Whanau evening 5.30pm 

16 Feb  Space 12 Assembly 2.15 

19 Feb  FOTS Meeting 6.30pm staffroom 

21 Feb  Kaimanga Reo Whanau Hui 5.30-6.45pm 

21 Feb  Super Squad Whanau Hui 3.15 

22 Feb  BOT Meeting 6.30pm 

23 Feb  Space 17 Assembly 2.15pm 

26 Feb - 7 March Life Ed 

1 March Meet the Teacher (school closes from 

2pm)  

Our yearly school fees are a $40 Activity/ Resource fee 

and a $30 school donation. The Activity/ Resource Fee is 

the only compulsory fee that our school charges.  This 

equates to less than $1 per week that the child is at 

school.   

Our bank account number is 03 0415 0446573 00  

Please see Janine in the office if you have a query  

regarding your account.   

Thank you in advance for your payment. 

SCHOOL FEES T E R M  E V E N T S 

Tena koutou katoa, nga mihi nui kia koutou katoa.                                                             

Greetings Parents, Whanau and Community Members. 
Camps and overnight stay! 
Already we have had the senior students (Year 5 & 6) attend their 
first camp for the year at Totara Springs near Matamata from Mon-
day to Wednesday. Looking at the students arriving home yesterday 
(and the teachers and parent helpers) they all looked happy but 
very ready for their own bed. I understand they had a wonderful 
time but endured some extra humidity, flies and mosquitos. Our 
sincere thanks to the parent helpers who so willingly gave up their 
own time and also to our wonderful teachers for giving up their time 
with whanau to give your children such a great experience. 
The boys of Tama Toa had an overnight stay at school last week 
where they cooked their own food and had a crack at eelling. The 
plan was to stay on the field in our tents. However the weather was 
a bit rough and they pitched the tents in the piazza. Again they all 
looked like they had a great time. Space 13 & 14 are hoping to have 
an overnight stay at school in the next few weeks as well and details 
will come home shortly. PLEASE, if you haven’t already done so, 
complete a Police vetting form so that you are able to help out on 
trips and camps etc. It takes weeks to get this done and if you leave 
it until 1-2 weeks before the camp or trip, you will be unable to sup-
port your child and the rest of the students. I have also seen a few 
people get rather annoyed at staff because they haven’t been able 
to attend due to a lack of a Police check. Therefore, please do get 
this done proactively before its needed- Thank you. 
 

Health and Permission forms 

Please get these back to school asap. Without these, your child will 
be unable to participate in trips, camps or other learning activities. 
We will always notify you of a trip or camp and you may write to say 
you do not want your child to participate, otherwise the form means 
we have your support for these events. 
 

Do you want your child taught the way you were when you 
were at school? 

If the answer to the question above is yes, why? The world is 
changing so fast, why would we want our children taught the same 
way we were when we are trying to educate them for a totally differ-
ent world. In fact we are educating our primary school children for a 
world we can’t even imagine. Think of the changes in the last 5 
years, 10 years or even 15 years. Videos have come and gone, 
CDs are no longer the best way to listen to music and cars now 
have options that literally drive for you, staying the correct distance 
from the car in front and staying within the white lines without any 
driver input. What we do know about the future, is that emotional 

intelligence (EQ) is going to be at least as important as IQ and that 
collaborating to solve problems will also be highly valued. 
We want to encourage creators and innovators rather than just us-
ers of technology and resources. Therefore education today is about 
the process of learning rather than learning facts (like the capital 
cities of countries etc). If we can support students/ learners/ ako to 
understand the process of learning and adapting/ problem solving, 
then we are supporting them for the unknown future ahead and 
equipping them with the confidence to thrive in that new future. The 
traditional model of education also described by Wright (2017) as 
the ‘pedagogy of one’ (one class with one teacher, one subject 
taught independently of others, one learning space without flexibility 
learning one curriculum) needs to be evolved and this is why we are 
developing our collaborative teaching spaces. 
 

Communication 

Reminder: If you have any complaints, concerns or questions about 
anything to do with your children’s education, there is a simple pro-
cess. Start by talking with the teacher concerned. If still not satisfied, 
make an appointment to see the Principal or Deputy Principal. They 
will need time to investigate your concerns and will give you a 
timeframe of up to a week to get back in touch with you. If this does 
not resolve the issue, write a letter of complaint to the BOT (a copy 
must be also given to the Principal) and they will consider your con-
cerns at the next meeting. The BOT will always respond in writing. If 
you are still dissatisfied, contact the Ministry of Education. 
I usually find that if we deal with little problems early, we don’t get 
any BIG problems:). 

 

Is it bullying? 

When someone says or does something unintentionally hurtful 

and they do it once, that’s RUDE. 

When someone says or does something intentionally hurtful and 

they do it once, that’s MEAN. 

When someone says or does something intentionally hurtful and 

they keep doing it, even when you tell them to stop or show them 

that you’re upset, that’s BULLYING. 

Reminders: 
1. Health & Permission forms- please get these back to us 
asap 
2. Uniform- please ensure your child has the correct school 
uniform each day. 
3. BOT Meeting Thursday 22 February evening from 6.30 pm 
in the staffroom. 

 
Have a great week! Andrew Sinclair 
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Marg’s Swim School 

Starts 12 February in the heated pool at 

St Mary’s Primary School.  8 Lessons $100 

We teach -  

*Confidence  *Water Safety 

*Advanced Skills *All strokes 

 

Private Lessons Available 

Ph 0274599286  

boiellem@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

SCHOOL APP 

 

Do you have the Kawaha  

Point School App?  

It is FREE to download to 

your smartphone through 

the Apple store or Google 

play.  

You will find notices, 

the School calendar, news- 

letters and are able to  

send absentee notes etc. 

Please check what you  

are subscribed to for 2018 

as classes, sports etc may 

have changed for your 

family. 

BREAKFAST CLUB 

Breakfast Club will be open 

from 8.05 - 8.30am for toast 

and milo.  

From 8.30 - 8.40am just  

toast will be available.  

Thank you to Sudima for 

kindly sponsoring our  

Breakfast Club!  

 

It’s Nit Season! 

Please check your 

child’s hair regularly 

for the little critters. 

 

We have FREE lice treatment and combs (thanks to 

KidsCan) in the office if you would like any. Please 

pop in and see Janine or Deb. 
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This year we went to Totara Springs this camp to me was amazing. We did 7 activities per group 
and missed out on one activate each. There is activities like foam slide, rock climbing, raft  

building and many more. Here is some photos from our camp. By Lachlan Rodda
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Totara Springs 

 

Camp was extraordinary, one annoying thing, the flies. The flies were attracted to us like a 

magnet, our cabins were chocolate calling to them, and of course the vampires of the for-

est, mosquitos. 

At camp we got to do nine activities, one we missed out on was Abseiling, our group did 

foam slide first - one of the best in my opinion.  Whoosh we went flying down at the speed 

of light, the foam slide was sucking us into a massive whirlpool SPLASH! We hit the bottom 

and landed in a giant foam and bubble puddle. 

My second favourite was Go-karts, they might not have been that fast but they were fun. 

It was almost like driving a real car with an accelerator, a brake and a steering wheel.  

Raft building was my third favourite. We had to build a raft out of bamboo, tyres and rope. 

Our raft was amazing. It could hold all of us until we hit a rapid and we went zooming into a 

bush. Scared for our life we started swimming to the ladder in water higher than our head. 

Archery was not the greatest, even though we did get to shoot real bows we only got three 

shots.  

Sadly our group missed out on kayaking too. Although I saved the best for last, the flying 

kiwi wind blowing in our faces we went flying up in the air with a basketball and a hoop on 

the other side of the gymnasium. All of a sudden someone shot, it missed but it bounced up 

and somehow got inside the hoop. 

Totara springs was the best camp I’ve been on yet. 

By Nicolas Scott-Moore 

  


